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" rising up of those seedes of distrust and jealousie amongst us ". In 
view of the scattered character of the province — extending from Sche- 
nectady to Newcastle and from " Breucklyn " to Nantucket, we cannot 
charge him with arbitrary conduct, when we find him instructing his 
commissioners " not to follow yo r owne humo r but my ord ra ", or when 
as in his dealings with the Long Island towns of New England origin he 
greeted impatiently their unwillingness to aid in the defence of the 
province. 

There are a few points of minor interest. We find references 
to the manor of Fordham and to the manor of Fox Hall, the latter 
created an " enfranchised " manor free from the jurisdiction of any 
town court and subject only to the court of assizes (p. 760). We meet 
with quit-rents (pp. 97, 99, 115, 122), the farming of the excise (pp. 
82, 83, 187, 548, 626), possession by turf and twig (p. 49), censuses of 
New York (pp. 58, 89), and convoy arrangements as early as 1672 (pp. 
695, 697). Mr. Paltsits might have told us the meaning of " Pluck 
Money" (p. 65) and the derivation of "Weesmaster" or "Cure- 
master" (pp. 99, 168, 186, 790), though the duties are clear enough. I 
notice only one error : Capt. John Seaman of Hempstead came originally 
not from "the eastern end of Long Island" (p. 73, note 1), but from 
Wethersfield, accompanying the Rev. Richard Denton, first to Stamford 
and then to Hempstead. 

Charles M. Andrews. 

The Wilderness Trail, or the Ventures and Adventures of the 
Pennsylvania Traders on the Allegheny Path, with Some New 
Annals of the Old West, and the Records of Some Strong Men 
and Some Bad Ones. By Charles A. Hanna. In two volumes. 
(New York and London: G. P. Putnam's Sons. 191 1. Pp. 
xxiv, 383; vi, 457.) 

What Parkman has done for the French traders along the Great 
Lakes routes, Mr. Hanna attempts for the Pennsylvania and Ohio trad- 
ers in tracing their routes, describing their conditions, and portraying 
their vicissitudes. The title is slightly misleading since it apparently 
refers to one path or trail, whereas the two volumes give considera- 
tion to all trading paths and Indian trails of Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
northern Virginia, Ohio, and Kentucky. A more exact title would have 
been " The Pennsylvania Traders ", since most of the men engaged in 
that occupation in those colonies made their headquarters in Pennsyl- 
vania. The volumes belong to the growing literature based upon the 
expansion of the people and a due consideration of the effects of 
geography upon local history. Being confined to a small space and one 
class of people, the study becomes intensive, exhaustive, and trustworthy 
through contemporaneous testimony. 

One of the many excellent maps shows the location of the prin- 
cipal trading paths. A glance at the network overspreading Pennsyl- 
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vania and Ohio gives an impression of the task to which the author has 
applied himself. Painstakingly he has brought together every men- 
tion in print or manuscript of these paths; the Frankstown path, the 
Juniata, the Raystown, and the Main Path to the Alleghenies are located 
to the eastward, and the Conchake, the Pickawillany, and the Great 
Warrior's trails to the westward of the mountains. The location of 
these paths is in dispute in many places, but the author weighs all evi- 
dence and rarely fails to express a decided and deciding opinion. His 
authorities are chiefly the embryonic gazetteers or descriptions of trad- 
ing routes prepared by Indian factors for their agents. 

By confining his investigations and quotations to one region, the 
author has produced a limited story of a lost occupation and a passed 
environment, but it is typical of conditions existing in other parts of 
the colonies at the same time. For materials, he has depended upon 
colonial court records, upon reports of governors, and upon diaries and 
" journals ". Many of these are familiar to students, particularly the 
writings of Hutchins, Pownall, Croghan, Trent, and Richard Smith. A 
few extracts are from manuscripts, mostly in the collections of the His- 
torical Society of Pennsylvania. A large number of maps are repro- 
duced from the writings quoted. Foot-note references are abundant. 
There are numerous illustrations, mostly from photographs of present 
appearances of sites of forts and Indian villages. There are also pho- 
tographs of Indian " picture writing " on rocks, but without any attempt 
at explanation or deciphering. 

The volumes are a blend of the typical local historian and the modern 
investigator. There is a vast assemblage of material, not very skilfully 
put together, and without original matter of deduction or comment. No 
doubt the determination was wise when the author decided to bring to- 
gether his material and let the extracts tell the story. The volumes will 
be of service to the intensive student of American history in the wealth 
of suggestive material they contain; they will also be found readable by 
the general public as giving the story of the pioneers of modern trading 
industries. 

The Records of the Federal Convention of 1787. Edited by Max 
Farrand, Professor of History in Yale University. In three 
volumes. (New Haven: Yale University Press. 1911. Pp. 
xxvi, 606; 667; 685.) 

The purpose of the editor of these volumes has been to bring together 
all the records of the Convention. In this case " records " is necessarily 
a very inclusive term, for from the official minutes of the Convention we 
obtain little actual information of importance. If we would know what 
was done during those four months of discussion, we must depend on 
notes taken by members of the Convention or on statements made by 
them either at the time or in later days. The editor has sought, there- 
fore, every scrap of information that might properly be considered source- 



